
South Wake Landfill Update 

South Wake Citizens Committee
March 26,2025
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Improvements & Investments 
        by GFL and Wake County 

Odor Reporting Trends

Town Metrics

Communications

Overview
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GFL
Improvements & Investments
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• Consistent closure times. March Average 5:07pm.

• Waste fill plan – current elevations of waste placement lift 8 (490 ft).

• Cell 2C construction completed

• Daily cover

• Holiday full cover

Operational Update – GFL 
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Wake County
Improvements & Investments
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• GFL/County purchased a new 
mobile odor machine

• Arrived on-site 3/20/25

New Mobile Vapor Odor Machine
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LFG Wellfield Expansion 

• New Project out for Bid

• Construction during May/June before predominant wind direction changes
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Horizontal Collectors Collection Pipe Vertical Wells



Odor Reporting Trends
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Odor Reporting Trends
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South Wake Landfill
Odor Reports per Month (Likely)

January 2019 - February 2025
* Odor Reporting system down 2/15/23-3/9/23

Monthly Reporting Threshold > 100 odor reports



• Odor reporting under thresholds again after exceedances in 
Sept/Oct of last year

• Next LFG project is being constructed May/June (before the wind 
direction changes)

• Other items include a new air compressor station (will help keep 
LFG system running) and new mobile odor system (can be moved as 
working face moves)

March 2025 Update
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Town Metrics
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Town Metrics
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Working with the Holly Springs Town Council and staff, we 
established three metrics:

1. Daily odor reports

2. Monthly odor reports

3. Distance of reports from the landfill



Town Metrics – Daily Odor Reports
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Thresholds
24 odor reports in a day
OR 5 in an hour

Site Odor Evaluation form completed 
and provided to Town for days meeting 
above criteria

We use the data to guide our efforts to 
minimize odor



Town Metrics – Monthly Odor Reports
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Thresholds

100 odor reports likely attributable to the landfill

OR 200 total odor reports in a month 5 in an hour

Report generated by consultants 

County and GFL use info to 
consider how we can prevent 
future issues

Returned to under threshold…



Town Metrics – Distance of Odor Reports from 
the Landfill
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Monthly report includes:

Jan '24 Feb '24 Mar '24 Apr '24 May '24 June '24 July '24 Aug '24 Sept '24 Oct '24 Nov '24 Dec '24

> 0.5 miles > 70% 90% 93% 90% 85% 85% 82% 91% 89% 93% 93% 92% 83%

0.5 – 1 mile <20% 9% 7% 9% 14% 14% 17% 8% 10% 7% 7% 8% 15%

1 – 2 miles <8% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1%

2 – 3 miles <1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

3+ miles <1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Disance

Weighted 

Metric %

Distance Metric Summary



Outreach & 
Communications 
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Diverting Landfill Waste through Better 
Recycling

• 20% of landfill waste could have 
been recycled 

• Staff hosts free, 1-hour tours at 
Sonoco Recycling

• Floor tours for adults only

• Search “recycling center tours” 
at wake.gov

Chelsea Arey leads classroom tours for all ages. 



Feed Soil, Not Landfills!
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• Compost bin sale May 1 - 31

• Sign up at wake.gov/compost

• Food Scraps Composting has 5 
sites

• New partners welcome

• Find sites and hours at 
wake.gov/foodscraps

In 2024, 112 people received free kitchen waste pails 
at Western Wake Farmers Market in Morrisville. 



Winter Newsletter – Sent March 17
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Highlights include:

• Envirosuite tool public access
• Roadside litter
• Composting classes at the 

libraries
• Installation of vapor-based 

mobile odor equipment



Solid Waste 
Communications 
Seeks…

• Partnerships

• Stories from the 
community

• Feedback
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Our Work to 
Control Odors 
Never Ends

Our goal is to minimize the 
frequency and duration of 
odor issues around the landfill

We’re committed to investing 
in the latest technology and 
implementing the best 
operational practices 
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Easy Web Address
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wake.gov/landfill



Thank You
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